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MASSES: 

      Weekdays: 9:00 AM (including Saturday) — (Summer) 

Monday and Friday: 9:00 AM  

Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday: 6:30AM and 9:00 AM — (Winter) 

Saturday Evening: 5:00 PM 

Sundays: 8:00 AM, 10:00 AM, 11:30 AM and 6:00PM (Sept. - May) 

Holy Days: Please see bulletin for schedule 
 

PENANCE: 

Saturday: 4:00-5:00 PM. At the Parish anytime by appointment. Communal Celebration of Penance periodically  

throughout the year. 
 

BAPTISMS: 

Our parish family rejoices in the birth of your children.  To prepare for baptism, parents are expected to attend one prepara-

tion meeting.   Please call the parish office for the schedule of preparation meetings and Baptism celebration. 
 

MARRIAGES: 

Our parish is honored to host your marriage celebration.  In order to accomplish all of the necessary preparations, arrange-

ments should be made with one of the priests at least one year in advance.  Pre-Cana and God's Plan for a Joy-Filled Mar-

riage classes can be arranged through the Family Life Office of the Archdiocese of Newark at www.rcan.org. 
 

MINISTRY TO THE SICK: 

For those of advanced age or seriously ill, Holy Communion will be brought to the home of any person permanently or tem-

porarily homebound. Please contact the parish office. 
 

PARISH MEMBERSHIP: 

Please register at the parish office. This is a wise way of acquiring a sense of belonging to our Parish Community.  

PARISH STAFF 

Rev. Msgr. Frank G. Del Prete  

 Pastor, ext. 303 
 

Rev. Msgr. Peter Smutelovic 
In Residence 

 

Rev. Martin Rooney 

 Weekend Assistant 
 

 

Maureen Straut 

Office Administrator, ext. 301 
 

Luis Alfredo Lozano, Pastoral Assoc. 

Christine Ferreri, PT Pastoral Assoc. 
 

Stacie Yao, Director of Music 

Janue Vargas, Asst Dir of Music 
 

John Glynn, Youth Minister 
 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

Patricia Pula, M.A.R.E. 

Director, ext. 304 

Safe Environment Coordinator 
 

PARISH SCHOOL 

St. John’s Academy, Hillsdale 

 

St. Gabriel the Archangel  

Catholic Church 
88 EAST SADDLE RIVER ROAD 

SADDLE RIVER, NJ  07458 

(201) 327-5663 — (201) 327-7881 — Fax (201) 327-7063 

WWW.STGABRIELSR.ORG 

EMAIL: OFFICE@STGABRIELSR.ORG 

Like us on Facebook at Stgabrielsr 

 



OUR PARISH COMMUNITY PRAYS FOR: 
 

Our sick and homebound: 
Daniel Castillo 
Dawn Conguisti 

 James Jack D’Agostino 
Ada Fields   

Jim FitzPatrick 
Meg Gallagher 
Grace Gilbert 
 Bill Hamilton 

 Lauren Harpster Hines 
Bob Kleinknecht  

Ted Masotti  
Nicole Trotta 

Saint Gabriel the Archangel  Saddle River 

 
 
 
 

 
 “What is the reason for your hope?” Imagine 
somebody coming up to you and asking you that question. 
Not “What are you hoping for?” or “What are you hoping 
to do?” No, this isn’t about our desires for possessions or 
aspirations for life, it’s “Why do you hope?” Peter today 
tells us that we ought to be ready to give an answer to this 
question. Truth be told, few of us spend much time think-
ing about why we hope. Luckily, the scriptures today give 
us our answers. We hope because Christ suffered for us, in 
order that we might come to God. We hope because we 
know that, in the Spirit, God grants us another Advocate 
through Christ to remain with us always. No matter what 
we might hope for, whatever we might hope to do, we must 
always first know and proclaim the reason for our hope: the 
presence of God in Christ, with us through the power of the 
Spirit. 
 

   Stay Safe.   
   Fr. Frank  
 

THE PRAYER OF POPE FRANCIS  
DURING THE CORONOAVIRUS PANDEMIC 

 

At the foot of the Cross you participated in Jesus’ pain, 
with steadfast faith.  You, Salvation of the Roman People, 
know what we need.  We are certain that you will provide, 
so that, as you did at Cana of Galilee, joy and feasting 
might return after this moment of trial.  Help us, Mother of 
Divine Love, to conform ourselves to the Father’s will and 
to do what Jesus tells us: He who took our sufferings upon 
Himself, and bore our sorrows to bring us, through the 
Cross, to the joy of the Resurrection. Amen. We seek ref-
uge under your protection, O Holy Mother of God.  Do not 
despise our pleas – we who are put to the test – and deliver 
us from every danger, O glorious and blessed Virgin. 

A PRAYER FOR THOSE WORKING  
DURING THE PANDEMIC:  

 

O Lord, we ask you to watch over and keep safe those that 
go out to work each day. We pray first for healthcare per-
sonnel both in hospitals, nursing home and those who re-
spond to emergencies, for police and fire fighters. We pray 
for clerks in stores, mail and package deliverers, public ser-
vice workers, those who prepare take-out meals and those 
who deliver them, bank and postal workers, those who 
work in transportation, all radio and TV personnel, and for 
those that we may have forgotten. We remember that we 
are all brothers and sisters on this planet earth, and we ask 
for healing, strength, and the ability to live each day with 
gratitude. Amen 

Dear Parishioners of St. Gabriel’s,  
 

 I hope you are all well and adjusting to our “new normal” 
way of life. The Archdiocese of Newark sent guidelines on 
May 11th explaining how the parishes of the Archdiocese 
will gradually be re-opening parish liturgical life. The spe-
cific details of when public Mass will resume and how it 
will be celebrated are still being determined, but the return 
will occur through a three-phase gradual process.  Each 
phase will be rolled out with specific dates and directives to 
follow determined by Archdiocesan leaders.    
 

Phase I - May 17, 2020  
The first phase is allowing churches to be opened 
for personal prayer only starting on May 17th.    
 Individuals and families will be able to come to church for 
quiet prayer.  While families can remain together, social 
distancing (six feet) must be maintained between others in 
the church.  Masks are to be worn by all who come into the 
church.  

The church will be open for personal prayer:  
Sunday - 2:00 pm - 4:00 pm.  
Weekdays - 10:00 am - Noon.  

Please remember: In accord with national, state and local 
health directives, those who show symptoms of COVID-19 
or who have been exposed to an infected person are not per-
mitted to enter the church for 14 days.  
 
Mass will continue to be live streamed at 9:00 am Monday - 
Saturday and at 10:00 am on Sunday. I will be in touch 
again once the Archdiocese provides additional information 
on the next two phases of re-opening.  If you have any 
questions, please contact me at 201-327-5663or 
fdpiii@aol.com.  
 
 Stay safe.  Peace and prayers.  Fr. Frank   

FEASTS AND CELEBRATIONS 
 

May 18 - Pope St. John I (526).   
Born in Tuscan, Italy, John was elected pope in 523 while a 
deacon.  His visit to Constantinople restored peace with the 
Estern Church yet raised political suspicions.  Arrested by 
King Theodoric, he died in prison. 
 

May 21 - Solemnity of the Ascension of the Lord  
(1st Century). Observance on Sunday May 24 this year 

This solemnity marks the completion of Jesus’ mission of 
salvation and his triumphant entry into Heaven   

mailto:fdpiii@aol.com


Sixth Sunday of Easter 

FINANCIAL REPORT 
 

The amount of the collection for May 10 was 13,746.04.  
Thank you for your generosity to St. Gabriel’s.  God bless 
you and your family. 

St. Gabriel's continues to collect Box 
Tops for St. Michael's School in New-
ark.  The Box Top program is one of 
the nation’s largest school fundraising 
loyalty programs and has been help-

ing schools succeed since 1996. With over 250 participat-
ing products, it’s an easy way for schools to earn cash for 
the things they need.  Each Box Tops coupon is worth 10¢ 
and they add up fast!  The coupons are on products we buy 
at our local supermarkets everyday.  St. Michael's will be 
able to use the Box Tops cash to buy whatever they need 
most, from books to supplies and other school pro-
grams.  So please look for these coupons on your groceries 
and start to clip and save them until you can leave them in 
the collection box in the lobby of the church.  As always, 
thank you for your support of St. Michael's. 

REPORTING SEXUAL ABUSE 
 

The Archdiocese requires us 
and all parishes to provide the 
following information to the 
general public.  We do so here 
as a sign of our commitment to 
the safety of our children.  In 

every activity of St. Gabriel’s Parish, parents are encour-
aged to participate.  Every employee and volunteer has 
passed a background check.  Mrs. Patricia Pula serves as 
our Safe Environment Coordinator.  The Archdiocese takes 
very seriously any and all allegations of sexual misconduct 
by members of the clergy, Religious and lay staff of the 
Archdiocese.  We encourage anyone with knowledge of an 
act of sexual misconduct to inform us immediately so that 
we may take appropriate action to protect others and pro-
vide support to victims of sexual abuse.  Individuals who 
wish to report an allegation of sexual misconduct may do so 
by calling the Archdiocesan Office of Child and Youth Pro-
tection at (201) 407-3256. 

HOT MEALS IN HACKENSACK 
 

St. Gabriel’s was scheduled to serve a hot 
meal in Hackensack on Saturday April 25.  
That was canceled but we recognize that the 
need is still there and could be greater than 
ever.  Our Hot Meal program is part of Fam-
ily Promise of Bergen County whose mis-

sion is to help the homeless.  So many of you care deeply 
about those at greatest risk and may wish to make a contri-
bution.  That may be done by sending a check made out to 
Family Promise of Bergen County with a notation for the 
Walk-In Dinner Program.  It can be mailed to  

Family Promise of Bergen County 
100 Dayton Street 

Ridgewood, NJ  07450 

ARCHDIOCESAN CEMETERIES UPDATE 
 

Cardinal Tobin and the Archdiocesan leadership team continue to 
monitor the ongoing COVID-19 situation and to aggregate guid-
ing information from federal, state and local officials.  Based on 
the latest information shared publicly, following are updated 
directives regarding Catholic Cemeteries approved by Cardinal 
Tobin for the Archdiocese of Newark.  
 
On Mother’s Day, Sunday, May 10, all archdiocesan cemeteries 
will be open for visitation from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. and will 
be open for visitation every Sunday, thereafter.  
 

Beginning on Monday, May 11, up to 10 family members will be 
permitted to attend a burial service. (Currently, two family mem-
bers only are permitted.) Until further notice, all committal ser-
vices are limited to immediate family only and not to exceed the 
recommendations of New Jersey Executive Order No. 107 (2020) 
and Administrative Order 2020-04, that gatherings of 10 persons 
or fewer are permitted. 
 
Beginning on Monday, May 18, cemetery visitation will be per-
mitted weekdays, Monday through Saturday, from 3:00 p.m. to 
6:00 p.m., after all interments are completed. 
 
Memorial Day Masses at our all archdiocesan cemeteries are 
postponed until further notice. Announcements are forthcoming 
regarding a live-stream or video of Memorial Day Mass at Holy 
Cross Cemetery. 
 
All persons entering archdiocesan cemetery and mausoleum 
premises must wear a facemask and practice social distanc-
ing as per the state’s mandate. Signs will be posted in cemeteries. 
We urge all to please adhere to these guidelines for the protection 
of all. It would be disappointing to all if prior restrictions were 

WHY DOES GOD LET US SUFFER? 
 

When we watch a loved one suffer - or suffer ourselves -
hearing “its God’s will,” can feel unsatisfying.  The impli-
cation is that God directs us like chess pieces, and bad 
things result.  In fact, germs, atmospheric conditions, hu-
man error, or just plain chance account for what is often 
outside of our control.  It helps to remember that God is 
always present, he wills our good, and evil is not his doing. 
 

God is always present.  Our Father loves us deeply, cares 
about our concerns right down to the hairs on our heads.  
He urges us to respond well to a world we can’t control.  If 
we let him, God will enable us to learn and grow through 
our experiences, no matter how overwhelming or unpleas-
ant. 
 

God wills our good.  It is not God’s will that we suffer.  
The ways of the world aren’t always in harmony with his 
will.  However, his plan for us will bring us the ultimate 
good.  He loves us with true love and wants us prepped and 
ready for Heaven. 
 

God doesn’t make evil.  What we see as evil in the world, 
God can use for good.  When we cooperate with him, suf-
fering becomes meaningful, struggle worthwhile, victory 
affirming, and even the acceptance of what we cannot over-
come life-giving, as they were for Jesus.  



May 17, 2020 

SATURDAY, May 16, 2020 
  9:00 AM Roland & Lillian Nardone 
 5:00 PM Barbara Lee Murray 
 

SUNDAY, May 17, 2020 
   8:00 AM Santo Madonia 
 10:00 AM William Deegan 
 11:30 AM Tommy FitzPatrick 
    6:00 PM Special Intention 
 

MONDAY, May 18, 2020 
 9:00 AM         Warren Dressler 
 

TUESDAY, May 19, 2020 
  6:30 AM  Francesco Grosso 
 9:00 AM  Brad Post 

 
WEDNESDAY, May 20, 2020 

     6:30 AM         John Suglia 
                                                Living Intention 
 

            9:00 AM           Richard Stefanacci 
 

THURSDAY, May 21, 2020 
 6:30 AM       Virginia Leonard 
            9:00 AM       Terence Scott 
            7:00 PM        Coreen Delaney 
 
         FRIDAY, May 22, 2020 
 9:00 AM Tina Raia 
 

SATURDAY, May 23, 2020 
  9:00 AM People of the Parish 
 5:00 PM Barbara Lee Murray 
 

SUNDAY, May 24, 2020 
   8:00 AM Anthony Amabile 
 10:00 AM William Deegan 
 11:30 AM Salvatore Sinatra 
 

 
 
 
 
During the week of May 17, the Sanctuary Lamp at the 
Blessed Sacrament will be lighted for Thomas O’Connor  
as requested by Madeline & Bob Rapp.  


